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NotES





The European Union has 24 official languages: Bulgarian, Croatian, 
Czech, Danish, Dutch, English, Estonian, Finnish, French, German, 
Greek, Hungarian, Irish, Italian, Latvian, Lithuanian, Maltese, Polish, 
Portuguese, Romanian, Slovak, Slovenian, Spanish and Swedish.

Starting out in 1958 with only four official languages (Dutch, French, 
German and Italian), reflecting the languages of the founding 
Member States — Belgium, France, Germany, Italy, Luxembourg and 
the Netherlands — the number has gradually grown over the years 
as more countries have joined the European Union.

There are fewer official languages (24) than Member States (28), 
however, as some countries share common languages. German, for 
example, is the language of Germany and Austria.

About EU bookshop  
http://bookshop.europa.eu 

EU Bookshop is an online service giving access to a wide 
range of EU publications. It enables users to search for 
publications, order them and, where possible, download 
copies.
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